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Instructor needs to put in Location and Date. 

Before beginning this session fill in the blanks with local statistics on frame 9.  

Write your names on dry erase board or flipchart. State names, agency, and relevant 
background information. 

A. Welcoming Remarks  

Welcome to the DWI Detection and Standardized Field Sobriety Testing Course. The SFST 
training focuses on a set of examination procedures that provide officers knowledge and tools 
for DWI detection. The SFST course provides detailed explanations of the evaluation 
procedures, careful demonstrations of these procedures, (both "live" and via video); and 
ample opportunities for the partcipants to practice administering the evaluations. 

Introductions - Representatives of Host Agencies and Other Dignitaries  

Dignitary introductions and their welcoming remarks must be kept brief; no more than 10 
minutes can be devoted to this. 

Faculty Introductions  

The lead off instructor introduces the instructor faculty. State names, agency affiliations, and 
experience. Ask each instructor to stand as they are introduced. 
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• Paperwork
• Mandatory attendance
• Breaks
• Facility 
• Interruptions

• All electronic devices off 

Housekeeping 

 

 
B. Administrative Details 

Paperwork  

Completion of registration forms, travel vouchers, etc. 

Attendance  

Mandatory attendance at all sessions of this school. 

If a participant misses any portion of this school, he or she must make up the deficiency via 
after hours tutoring before completing the program. 

Breaks 

Time allotted for breaks and reconvening  

Facility 

Locations of restrooms, lunchrooms, etc. 

Interruptions  

No texting or email monitoring. Turn off all electronic devices.  

Reading Assignments in Participant Manuals 

Develop a list of reading assignments for each day and prepare a handout. Reading 
assignments at the end of day one should cover materials presented on day one and day two. 
Subsequent reading assignments should cover material to be presented on the following day. 
Point out that Sessions 2-8 have review questions at the end of each session. Refer to the 
Glossary of Terms located at the end of Session 1. 
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• Name

• Agency

• Duty assignment

• Experience

Participant Introductions 
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Participant Introductions  

Whenever possible, the instructor should consider using creative and innovative icebreaking 
techniques. At a minimum, instruct each participant to stand and give their name, agency, 
duty assignment, and experience. 
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• Course goals and objectives

• Course schedule and activities

• Participant Manual contents

• Pre-training knowledge 

Learning Objectives
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Increase deterrence of DWI violations; 
thereby reducing the number of crashes, 
deaths, and injuries caused by impaired 
drivers. 

Course Goal

1-6  

 
Upon successfully completing this session the participant will be able to: 

• State the goals and objectives of the course 

• Describe the course schedule and activities  

• Recognize the Participant Manual contents  

• Demonstrate their pre-training knowledge of course topics 

CONTENT SEGMENTS ...................................................................................... LEARNING ACTIVITES 

A. Welcoming Remarks and Objectives .............................................. Instructor-Led Presentations 

B. Administrative Details .................................................................................. Written Examination 

C. Pre-Test 

The goal of this course is to ultimately increase deterrence of DWI violations; thereby reducing 
the number of crashes, deaths, and injuries caused by impaired drivers. 
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• Enforcement’s role in general DWI 
deterrence

• DWI detection phases, clues, and 
techniques

• Requirements for organizing and 
presenting evidence in DWI cases

Enforcement Goals
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65 deaths and injuries each hour!

Impaired Drivers Kill or Injure a 
Person Every Minute!

1-8  

 
Enforcement goals are to identify: 

• Enforcement’s role in general DWI deterrence 

• DWI detection phases, clues and techniques 

• Requirements for organizing and presenting testimonial and documentary evidence in 
DWI cases 

65 deaths and injuries each hour! 
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• Approximately _____ people now live 
in _____.

• About _____ of these people will die in 
vehicle crashes.

• About _____ will die in DWI crashes.

State and Local Data

1-9  

 
This frame is intended to address the local perspective. Fill in appropriate information from 
agency sources. 

•  Approximately ____________ people now live in ____________. 

•  About __________ of these people will die in vehicle crashes. 

•  About _________will die in DWI crashes. 
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• Recognize and interpret evidence of 
DWI violations

• Administer and interpret Standardized 
Field Sobriety Tests (SFSTs)

• Describe DWI evidence clearly and 
convincingly

• Ensure video and/or audio evidence if 
available is consistent with other 
evidence 

Job Performance Objectives
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Point out that the success or failure of the program will be judged on the basis of participants’ 
improvements in these key abilities. 

At the conclusion of this training, participants will demonstrate the ability to: 

• Recognize and interpret evidence of DWI violations 

• Administer and interpret Standardized Field Sobriety Tests 

• Describe DWI evidence clearly and convincingly in written reports and verbal testimony 

• Ensure video and/or audio evidence, if available, is consistent with other evidence 
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Job Performance Enabling 
Objectives

  DWI Detection and Standardized Field Sobriety Testing

Session 1 - Introduction 

1-12

Job Performance Enabling 
Objectives

Refer to Your 
Participant Manual

 

 
Enabling objectives support overall learning objectives and are detailed in your Participant 
Manual. Some examples are: (Instructor select some enabling objectives from the list below 
to see as examples.) 

Job Performance Enabling Objectives 

• Understand the tasks and decisions of DWI detection 

• Recognize the magnitude and scope of DWI-related crashes, deaths, injuries, property loss 
and other social aspects of the DWI problem 

• Understand the deterrent effects of DWI enforcement 

• Understand the DWI enforcement legal environment 

• Know and recognize typical vehicle maneuvers and human indicators symptomatic of DWI 
that are associated with initial observation of vehicles in operation 

• Know and recognize typical reinforcing maneuvers and indicators that come to light during 
the stopping sequence 

• Know and recognize typical sensory and other clues of alcohol and/or other drug 
impairment that may be seen during face to face contact with DWI subjects 

• Know and recognize typical behavioral clues of alcohol and/or other drug impairment that 
may be seen during the subject's exit from the vehicle 

• Understand the role and relevance of psychophysical testing in pre-arrest screening of DWI 
subjects 

• Understand the role and relevance of preliminary breath testing in pre-arrest screening of 
DWI subjects 

• Know and carry out appropriate administrative procedures for the Horizontal Gaze 
Nystagmus test 

• Know and carry out appropriate administrative procedures for validated divided attention 
psychophysical tests 
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• Know and recognize typical clues of alcohol and/or other drug impairment that may be seen 
during administration of the SFSTs 

• Understand the factors that may affect the accuracy of preliminary breath testing devices 

• Understand the elements of DWI prosecution and their relevance to DWI arrest reporting 

• Choose appropriate descriptive terms to convey relevant observations of DWI evidence 

• Write clear, descriptive narrative DWI arrest reports 
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Participant Manual 
• Basic course reference 
• Class notes for every session
• Manual organization
• Preview sessions in advance
• Review prior to exam
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Participant Manual 
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Course Schedule 
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Refer to Your 
Participant Manual

Course  Activity Schedule

 

 
The Participant Manual is the basic reference document for this course. The manual contains 
thumbnails of each instructor presentation that includes key messages for each frame. The 
manual also contains a glossary of terms that are used in this course.  

• Read each session prior to class 

• Use the manual to review the material prior to taking the final exam 

The course schedule is located in the Participant Manual. 

Give a brief overview of the schedule of sessions. 

Questions concerning the schedule? 
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Glossary of Terms 

SFST 

SFST Glossary 
of Terms

 

 
The Glossary of Terms used in the course is also located in the Participant Manual.  
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C. Pre-Test 

• Address participant questions 

• Administer the Pre-Test 

• Purpose of the Pre-Test is to provide a basis for evaluating participant knowledge 
gained during the class 

• Allow participants approximately 10 minutes to complete the Pre-Test 

• Redistribute the Pre-Test to participants after they are graded by the instructors 
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